Ht. \2, Frederick, Hi. 21701 
1/W77 

Mr* *^in Fox, C euncel 
Harper & Hew 
10 B 53 St., 

Hew York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. fti, 



I aa eerry I found thunhing the pages ef the zjs preefa ef the Hc*ialey book 
dealing with the King assassination ae unstttling. I hope yea de understahd it was 
aet free anything you said, that it waa aet peraeaal. 

« ? w«ather porsdta Kr. i<eaar will b-» here day after teaerrew. We will have little 

2** t t^ 9CU “ B thl " b *°* ua# *• 18 Pleased far tins ea litigation. H« i, handling 
three ?0IA cases fer ae new and in the tiae he will bo here we have aa affidavit te 
f#r * u * ui »ther aattera fer which there will aet be adequate tiae. I will 
tail hia ef ear cenversatlea and I will give hia a oarbea ef this latter. As sees a. it 
is passible thereafter I will try te spend sese tins with Ida on this in the event 
yeu want te dinouai. it further with hia. He has a general knowledge ef the iam 
Playboy part and ef the clro unstances. 

* th * t " h * n •** aakmB th * repreeentatiena h*™ ui , te Harpers Harpers 

is eatitied te support. I realize that oeuaael also ha3 special problems in vattcra ef 
tula mature because oeuaael cannot knew all the fact relating ta all the books that a 
large house publishes. On the ether hand your author eves you obligations. I knew of ao 
contract that deee net include this. Aad I feel that I have leaned ever far backward 
te be informative, te take these factors into consideration and te ease the problems 
rer yeu. 1 believe i have offered you what you could aet reasonably expect te have ebe 
taiaed under discovery were we in litigation because you could aet knew ef ita existence. 
Our today a conversation left no with the feeling that you are putting all of this an ae. 
Ohder any circumstances this would bo na uavelcowe. Under wy circiu-ct uncos non so. 

What occurred te no after we spoke and did nat while we were speaking can perhaps illustrate 



*** «ffer yeu all in ay files aad did say that I believe you r own interest* indl- 
oatod te as that you should have seweene axaaine it all. Net Just as it relates te ne. 
feu did net want te take this time. Instead you asksd sere unpaid af we. I did 

take te be xeroxed what you said yeu wonted inaediateljr. I arranged to have lUtaken te 
the bus station fer yeu ae yeu could get it rapidly. *hia aleae taek such sere time for 
nonliving in th* ceuatry, then it would fer yeu. And with only ens day iatervsaing before 
Chrieteaa I inpesed on ethers te sake it possible pursuant jn» te year request. I had been 
led to believe 1 weuld hear free yeu two weeks age. It is sere than five weeks since I 
first wrsts Harpers abeut this. Now I find that yeu have made changes in the beok without 
taking any af this into consideration whan Baking ether changes was a till pesaibla. I 
gathar that the beak is Manufactured or ie in Manufacture. It aeons apparent, ae I did net 
realize when we spoke , that between the tiae I wrote “appers and seat yeu what yeu asked 
J or and new seasons up there night have seen te the asking af Justified changes or at 
l*&8t h*v« iaquir** int# thou. 



The notes I nade on th* Playboy aanuscript are cryptic and nat very lagiblo. They 
ware intended fer ether purposes than today's. But I de feel that either an edltar or 
a lawyer going ever than aad the proofs could have ceapiled a list ef specific questions 
I could hove addressed in lesu tiae than we teek today. Tou alee would have known .ore 
had soaaane at u arpers dean this. 

New yeu want ne te ge ever all ef this all again, this tine froa wliat you will a.-ad 
h * w ia y #ur P*8itien yeu may considar this reasenabla but I would like you 
te think abeut heu you would new feel la ay position, especially when in working 16 to 



10 hour d^n, pw.««t and condition, I ount keep up 

with the work 1 have undowtakem. 

It ia set e*ly that I feel this ia unfair, ea I de. I ala* fe*l that you *re net 
even LvLg any See for Harpers and are westing tine far your house. as 
U yeu - and I think I was really quite expliftxt - I tel. you that is acc.ptiufc- .he offer. 
I nLu you would be riuch better off with your book and would learn such about it an* ita 
ctatexrt tha m y# u c#uld loam mo otiaoi* way • 

1 au not unwillin„; te glvn you what I regard as a ulnar illuctratien of thie, in the 
context ef ay huvin* tele yeu that it ia net a „oo* work and is neither honest nor 
without uaa y factual arroro, a«ua I regard as serious and aa holding the possibility of 
kicking bock on IUr aro* 

There ia new a Csngrosaiensl investigutien. Whether er not they ara now fully in- 
fenad they have asked far the largest appropriation in Cingresaienal history. Tiioy 
have also asked for the largest staff, 170 poeplo. They have tha power of subpoena. 

They can at any tine cane up with what could be hurtful ton your book and ta “arpara. 

I did ge over the* manuscript with care, with what foderal ceurt records inscribe aa the 
boat knowledge of the subj-ct. I did ge inte sene ef these things nt son- length with 
the Playboy people, particularly twa researchers. It is ay belief that in thia -ark i 
anticipated all that could reasaaably bo expected to react unfavarably with future 
developments. Harpers would have had that knowledge and if hn thase led te other 
questions er concern a nsans of resolving then and olininating potential ether problem. 

ami emmta# 

I 4m mot internal to bo uiirm& 3 eriabl« im tbla ami I io mot thi&k 1 za baiag unroa^or.— 
•Me. I aentien^d the possibility of suite. Of course yeu have had counsel read this bock 
with that la wind. But thia is an enorsausly complicated subject and a baox convoluted by 
a phoney nachiase. I do not believe that any cenpetoat lawyer can anticipate all the 
possible legal problsns. Perhaps there will be none. But I have toil you of ««I de 
consular possible. And^hgvg aeae knawleege of tha coat of defending oven sp&ious suits. 

If I cannot tell ■apewe where its interest lies I hope yeu caa wo that when I have 
aade an effar af aocess to this far yeu because it is inextricably contained in what 
relates no ae and ay rights where you also have an interest in jcnewiag I find ayaelf 
wondering why it was aet accepted and why it appear, that wo are back at the beginning. 
With tha book fee 



Within reason I will do what I can ta satisfy yeu. If I have rot already Buggoated 
it there ere two ethers ysuean oecault. I cannot say they will but I de take what I top* 
yau de net regard as a liberty in asking thea t# read and mark up copies of the book for 
yeu. Indicating whatever yeu ray want, like uacredited use, unfair use, the Masking ef 
ssurede te disfriise thee or their existence ft* te pretend originality for the*, and in 
eeee cases tha oaa ef copyright** notarial. David Wroae ia Prefeecar of History at the 
University of Wisconsin at Stavaaa ^oint. He is the one respected bibliegraphar iu the 
held. Howard Kefiaau iu ia his last s-saester in tha “niveraity ef Florida law school 
at Gain* a villa, ilia address is 1111 SW 16th ^ve.. Apt 156, zip 52601. In . short while 
ha is clerk te s federal appeals caurt judge. Be ie aa exceptionally giftea 

■an. has a or-: than a gacd knowledge ef ny work frea having stuaie*. it and because 
I turned the „poeadixee of the last two ef sy books ever te hie. Beth are ay friends 
but both are holi at and honorable. Contrary to Hc^Uley there are authentic scholars 

in thia fluid. Tens ore two. Both also arc published author*. 

Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



